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Buspiocious 1hat-lomeohe in the Randolph Art Store, of Chicage,
(1] rosponsiblo for the theft of hia old -a-torpiooe, Wayne Morgan atto-ptl

its recovery by taking the nenig} pooltion of porter in the Bioro. He
18 disliked by Howard Mellon, the manager, who misses no opportuuity to
’humilisto lorgan, especially in thé prosunoe of faxtxkinxRandeipky tho :
pzopciotor'n Exoudxxxd lsughtor, Christine Rundolphh_qgg‘}, %00 prond
and haughty to even look at the porter.

It is th§ wish of Mark Baqdolph that his daughter wed the Earl
of Tarsney, but Christine will not pronige until after the oopy she is
making of an 0ld masterplece is passed upon by\the Academy of Design.

The Earl and Ohristine, Molly Winthrop and her brother Gale, attend the
Bismark Oafe on & "slumming party.® A habitue of the oenter of Ohica-
go's night life is the Halstead Street Terror. This aisht the Terror's
interest in Christine arcusea the jealousy of Kitty, who tstonptn to sthd
him. '

Thinking it part of the entertaimment, the Earl's pnzty on- ‘5

oourage- the 'porfornors'-tith applaulo. chriltlno'- smiling uayrevtz

is mistaken by the Terror as nn invitation. but before he r roaohos nor i

table, Kitty ltabl him in the back. In a passion of rogrot for the
death of her lover, Kitty lunges at Christine and would havo gongod
Christine’'s arm with the bréken neck of & bottle, but for tho qniok o
1ntorvent1on of ‘Morgan. Christine fainted, and when she came %0 lho -
was held in a man's arms. As she looked into -his oyol his lipe met
hers. Horrors! She had kissed the porter! Indignant, she with=
drew herself and joined her party without a word of thanks for her

resguer.




Finally oomes the day that means everything to Christine Randolph.
The members of the Academy of Design, inspeoting her painting, find _i; ;
a1210ult to tell what, but Weyne Morgan, making s drematio emtrance,
points out that the original has soul, while the oopy is the work of one
who lacks the true touch of the creative artist. ;

"By what right,® thundered Randolph,®do you oritiocise my daughter's
work? " |

"By the right of one from whom that pioturoAInl stolen," replied
Uarean far the mastarniana (Thriatina had nmq..%mm
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his mother!
Mellon E=N aoou-il Morgan of lying, but his pluff is called when .

Bill Cronk brings in Mellon's heachman, *Slim? tdwardn. who confesses %o

| ntoultng Morgan's pioture, and other art works; ou Mellon's orders. Both

are arrested, and Randolph promotes Morgan to Mellon's position an.lapncira
Christine is furious! A nobody who sweeps her father's store

has made havoc of her most cherished dream! A wholly femimine plan fof

revenge comes to her mind. Graciously she invites Morgan %0 her home,

He goes=-= it is the start of his undoing, for Christine, with smiles pnn

beguiling feminine ways, encourages him t0 Woo her.
_ His heart was at hnr’z-ot on the day thﬁ& she finally lot htn

see the portrait he had posed for-~ & hideous, 8 patotul portrait 1nlp1r¥
ed by the bitterness of a spoiled, willful beauty. "That 18 why I
tolERated you-- encouraged you=-= " she said. .
*You may find you cannot make a mookery of love,® he told her.
*A moment ago I loved you-= DnOwW I despise you." :
"And I hate you," she flung at him as he left her-- left her to
£all in a heap on the floor and realise that her hate had surned to love.
On Sunday, Ocsober 8, 1871, Ohicago was gripped in the worst .
gale in its history. In the home of Molly Winthrop was a gathering
of young people, among them Morgan and a chastened, adorub;o Christine,




;-ttng and roop;y§;; forgiveness from a man whose love oould forget all.,

i A% the same t;n; SREZAXNERXK th&k;irtval bt a oouiin frdi'ii;;ﬂ ;
- land ma& being celebrated in the house of Mrs. Leary, who kept a oow,
Desiring milk for a rare punch, some of the party helpad themselves to
milk from the aow, ;htoh, annoyed at .being disturbed, k;okod over the
lantern-- thus starting the blaze that,fed by the dry, ranshackle
buildings of the posr section in which it started, and whipped by the :
to:qptou-Agtlo, laid a great city in asheas.

Mark Randolph, attempting to save soas of Bls art treasures,
finds Mellon looting his store-- the jails had been emptied of their
priscners.’ Mellon decides %o add Ohriétino %o his stolen treasures, bdut
.10 prevented by Morgan, who, im a terrific fistio bsttio among the flames,
kxnocks Mellon off a balcony to his death. ‘

v There follow days and nights of terrer upon terror. Separated
from gath other in the pandemonium, Morgan searches for Christine 1n.loup
kischens and bread lines-- and finds her, among the ruins, praying for
'him.  In Christine's proud heart all barriers have been burned away and

from the ashes has arilon'a love 0 endure $o0 the end.
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